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and three volleys at close quarters completed the rout of the
French masses, who returned in disorder to their starting-
point. Thus ended the principal fight. The losses of the
2nd and 6th corps were immense. They amounted to more
than 5,000 men, including 250 officers killed, wounded, or
prisoners. General Graindorge, Colonels Monier, Amy, and
Berliet killed; two others wounded; General Simon wounded
and taken prisoner; Generals Merle, Mancune, and Foy
severely wounded, besides two colonels and thirteen majors.
The enemy in their sheltered position lost far less heavily,
but they admitted 2,300 men disabled. We learnt after-
wards that if we had attacked the day before the English
would have withdrawn without fighting, because 2,500 of
their best troops were then on the other side of the Mondego,
and only arrived at Busaco the night before the battle. Such
was the result of the six days lost by Mass6na at Viseu, and
his hurry to return on the 26th to Mortagoa instead of
reconnoitring the position.

Our efforts having thus utterly failed in face of a hillside so
steep that an unburdened man would have climbed it with
difficulty, it surely behoved our leaders to put a stop to firing
which had now become useless. Yet a brisk file-firing went
on all along the lines at the foot of the position, which our
soldiers, in their excitement, were to assault anew. These
small encounters with an enemy hidden by lofty rocks were
very costly to us, and there was a general feeling that they
should cease, though no one gave the formal order. Just then
the two armies witnessed a touching incident, forming a
contrast to the scenes of slaughter all round. General Simon's
valet, hearing that Ms master had been left badly wounded
on the summit of the Alcoba, tried to make his way to him;
but the enemy, not understanding his motive for approaching
their lines, fired on him repeatedly, and the faithful servant
was compelled to return to the French outposts. As he was
lamenting his inability to aid Ms master, the cantinidre of the
26th, belonging to the brigade, took the things from the valet's
hands, loaded them on her donkey, and went forward, say-
ing, c We will see if the English will kill a woman3; listen-                         the left.   Our people had just made one great mistake in
